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AATE BREAKING INDUSTRY-WIDE NEWS 
Weekly Happenings in the Computer World Compiled by: D 
ana P. Jacobson Apple Users Like Microsoft DealAn ove 





rwhelming majority of corporate Macintosh users are in favor ofMicrosoft Corp.’ 
s $150 million investment in Apple Computer Inc., accordingto a survey conducte 
d by the trade journal Computerworld.The publication’s survey of 104 corporate 
Apple users finds that 93 percentbelieve that a truce between Microsoft and App 
le is a good thing for Apple.The respondents also agree that the appointment o 
f Oracle Corp. ChairmanLarry Ellison to Apple’s board is a good move, but they 
were less decisivewhen asked if they would approve of Steve Jobs as chairman of 
AppleComputer. Only 36 percent of the users surveyed felt Jobs should hold the 
position, while 31 percent said no and 34 percent were undecided.Respondents a 
lso split on the question of whether Apple’s adoption ofMicrosoft’s Internet Ex 
plorer browser is a good thing for Apple, with 47percent approving, 41 disappro 
ving and 12 percent undecided. Ax Falls on Apple Perk 
sThe ax has fallen at Apple Computer Inc. on sabbaticals, cash bonuses forexe 
cutives and generous severance pay and the man wielding it is co-founderSteve J 
obs, who is calling on the company’s "egalitarian, entrepreneurial"heritage. A 
nnouncing the changes in an electronic mail memo to employeesearlier this week, 
Jobs also calls for more modest travel arrangements andcontinued consolidation 
of employees.The Associated Press characterizes the memo, which was signed "S 
teve andthe Executive Team," as "the latest evidence that Jobs is essentiallyr 
unning the company he co-founded 21 years ago -- despite his refusal ofthe chai 
rman and chief executive officer’s posts." As reported, Apple’sboard of direct 
ors has ousted chairman/CEO Gil Amelio and last weekreplaced most of its board 
and announced an alliance with Microsoft Corp.Said Jobs in his memo, "Today we 
are taking a few more steps which willbegin to take Apple back to its roots as 
a more egalitarian,entrepreneurial company."He said the company is: «+ El 
iminating cash bonuses for executives, replacing them with stock options. 
e Reducing severance pay to one week of salary for every year worked at 
Apple from one month of pay for every year worked. Employees still get a 60 
-day notice with full pay and benefits.» Now requiring all employees to fly 
coach on trips shorter than 10 hours and business class for longer trip 
s. Employees can pay for their own upgrades or use mileage awards. ‘> E 
liminating sabbaticals, a perk it adopted early on and a popular benefit w 






















































































ith employees.Said Jobs, "Apple needs all hands on deck for the foreseeable fu 
ture as weturn our company’s fortunes around." Apple spokesman Katie Cotton to 
ld the wire service that while some employees might be disappointed by some chan 
ges, "there’s a widespread understanding that the company has to take steps toc 
ut costs and tighten business wherever possible." Apple C 
lone Makers Note SilenceNerves are jangling in the computer cloning business, 
because AppleComputer Inc. still has not made it clear whether it will continue 
licensing its Macintosh operating system. The New York Times noted thismornin 

g that at last week’s MacWorld Expo trade show Apple executives werenearly sile 
nt on the issue, which is considered of strategic importance tothe company. Th 
Times observes the absence of any straight answers on theissue is fueling spe 
culation that Apple seems to think the clones do Applemore harm than good. Thes 
e days, clones account for one out of every fiveMacintosh computers sold. 
Steve Jobs Dumped Apple StockTime magazine is reporting St 
eve Jobs dumped all but one share of his stockin Apple Computer in June. That w 
as two months before Apple’s surprisealliance with Microsoft Corp. and the coup 



































that changed the company’s boardof directors. In its Aug. 18 issue, Time repo 
rts Jobs, now a member of areshuffled Apple board, holds only a single share a 
s a symbolic gesture.Time quotes Jobs as saying, "I pretty much had given up ho 


pe that the Appleboard was going to do anything. If that upsets employees, I’m 
perfectlyhappy to go home to Pixar." United Press International notes the 1.5 m 
illion shares of stock Jobs sold in June were worth $22 million at the time."I 








f he had hung on to those shares," the wire service adds, "they would beworth a 
bout $38 million as of Friday." Apple stock has been on the riseafter last we 
ek’s announcement that a new Apple board includes Jobs andLarry Ellison, founde 











vr and chief executive of Oracle. Microsoft alsoannounced that it would invest $ 
150 million in Apple, or about 7 percent ofthe computer maker’s worth. The 42- 
year-old Jobs, who co-founded Apple 2lyears ago with Steve Wozniak, returned to 
the company as an advisor inDecember when Apple bought his Next Software Inc. 
Adds UPI, "When heturned down the position of chief executive after the depart 
ure of GilAmelio, Jobs said his ’heart, mind and body’ are at Pixar, theRichmo 
nd-based animation company that produced the all computer-animatedfilm '/Toy Sto 
Pyn Professor: Net Changing PoliticsLike earlier techn 
ology breakthroughs -- such the telegraph, telephone, radio and television -- th 
e Internet already has led to the transformationof political organizations by 
easing the flow of communication, says aUniversity of Illinois professor. And, 
says Michael Ward, grass rootslobbying from citizens using the Net could chang 
e the federal government’ sday-to-day regulatory and legislative decision-making 
process.Speaking with United Press International in Urbana, Illinois, Ward sa 
idwider access to, and use of, the Internet creates the potential for closerco 
mmunication between elected officials and their constituents, without theinterc 
ession of a large interest group. Faced with the views of theirconstituents, h 
e said, "Policy makers will be less able to pander to thetraditional interest g 
roups."He added that if Net use expands throughout the population, Ward says i 
tmight lead to a reduction in returns, and consequently, resources devotedto p 
rofessional political lobbying, "however, until Internet usage issubstantially 
broadened, those groups that are disproportionatelyrepresented in the Internet 
-- high income, professional, educated, whiteand male -- are likely to fare bet 
ter in the political decision process." California Bill to 
Test TeachersA California bill now moving to the governor for approval would 
require thestate’s teacher to demonstrate their competency in classroom compute 
r use.United Press International says the bill, sponsored by San Rafael Democra 
tAssemblywoman Kerry Mazzoni, "responds to a survey that found only 1l15percent 
of teachers nationwide have had at least nine hours of training incomputer tech 
nology." The measure has support of the Commission on TeacherCredentialing, sta 
te schools chief Delaine Eastin and the AmericanElectronics Association.Under 
the bill, the commission would be authorized to revise its standardsfor comput 
er competency for the professional multiple or single subjectteaching credentia 
1 to select advanced computer-based technology."Credentialing commission staff 
members," says UPI, "found in a recentstudy that the current education technolo 



























































gy requirement fails to coverteachers who may be in classrooms for up to five y 


ears before acquiringany computer competency. 


Mazzino says teachers need the re 


quired trainingto keep pace with increased public and private investment in edu 


cationtechnology." 
anies donating computers to schools within 


to deduct the full price of the systems, thanks to a new tax lawchange. 


lst Century Classrooms Act, signed into law 


ected to stimulate a flood of donated computers."Smart companies will 
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turnover their computers every two years," 
xecutivedirector of the Detwiler Foundation Computers for 
thelargest supplier of donated computers to California school 
to schools is so large that it pays 
a goodportion of the cost of buying their new computers." 








Further details are 


Randy "Duke" Cunningham, R-California 


, the legislation’s author. Visithttp://www.house.gov/cunningham and look under 








"What’s New." Judge 


Upholds Child Porn LawA federal j 


udge in San Francisco has upheld an expanded federal childpornography law that 
bans computer-generated sexual images of children andporn that features adults 


who are depicted as minors.U.S. 
m distributors and theAmerican Civil 


rts AssociatedPress writer Bob 
validity, 











of sexually explicit materials, 


es." DismissingACLU concerns that the 
nd Juliet"or a doctor’s sex education manual, 


cturesthat are marketed as child pornography.Following the ruling, 

















District Judge Samuel Conti 


Egelko.In this first court ruling on the law’s 
the judge wrote, "Even ifno children are involved 
the devastating 
ave on society and thewell-being of children merits the 


rejected by sex fil 


Liberties Union in saying the new law prot 
ects children fromsexual exploitation without violating freedom of speech, 
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law could criminalize a film of "Romeo a 
Conti said the law covers only pi 
ACLU lawye 





r Ann Brick, who filed a supporting brief,said the law was broader than Conti m 
ade it out to be, adding Congress didnot merely ban computer-generated images o 
f children in sexual activities,but also declared that it was "illegal to use y 
oung-looking adults if wedon’t like the way you marketed it." Brick said the r 
ationale used byCongress and Conti -- that the images would help molesters recr 
uit youngvictims -- would apply equally to "literature that describes sex ina 





waythat makes it seem beautiful."AP notes the law was passed last September t 
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federaldefinition of child pornography, 
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Although such material may not be legally 
its prohibition has been upheld by the Supreme Court to preventsexual 
says 








Egelko, "applies tocomputer-gener 
It bans anyvisual depiction that 


a minor engaged in sexuallyexplicit conduct.’"He ad 


ds distributors of sexually explicit pictures of adults who appear tobe minors 
can avoid conviction if they can show that they did not advertiseor present the 
material in a way that would "convey the impression" that itshowed sexual acts 


by a minor. That defense would not 


t, a group of 





apply to computersimulations. 
more than 600 adult film producersand distributors argued the law 


In their sui 


was so broadly worded that it could coverany picture in which an adult portray 


s a minor engaged in sexual activity.The suit said terms like 





"appears to be" a 


nd "convey the impression" are soloose that it would be difficult to know what 


material was illegal.However, the 





judge said any ambiguity in those terms 


"can 


be resolved byexamining whether the work was marketed and advertised as child 


pornography." 


AP says the ACLU argued the only justification for a childpornog 


raphy ban recognized by the Supreme Court is the prevention of harmto children 


used in the production of such material. 


But Conti quotedcongressional languag 


e in saying such laws also can seek to stop molestersfrom whetting their appeti 


te with pornography and using it to break downtheir victims’ 


resistance -- effe 





cts that do not depend on the use ofactual children in the production. 


Publishers’ 


CD Rights UpheldA federal judge has ruled publishe 


rs may reproduce articles by freelancewriters in electronic databases and CD-RO 


Ms without their permission. 


InNew York, U.S. 


District Judge Sonia Sotomayer r 


uled it is not the fault ofpubl 
pected way to makemoney in a manner unforeseen by Congress. 
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"then perceived to haveonly limited economic value" 
al changes have since made itmore valuabl 
"With the increasing popularity of the Internet andi 
both sides in the lawsuit predictedthe judge’s ruling 
would not be the final word on the confl 
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c publishing, 
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who added, 
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those creators deserveto share in the profits." 
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Citing people familiar with the situation 
reporter Jon G. Auerbachof The Wall Street Journal says Digital is seeking to 
sell the unit in theface of stiffer competition. 
as a growing cash drain that would take a huge investment t 
ks about the unit’s sale have been held with Bain Capital I 

the paper says, 
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rating profit in the company’sfiscal year ended in June 1996, 
in the fiscal yearjust ended, Auerbach reports. 
her equipmentused to build corporate 
FrontPage 98 Beta ReleasedMicrosoft 
thelatest version of 
Microsoftsays the updated software 
management functions and compatibility with the la 


computer net 
Corp. is off 
its Web site 
offers intel 


hich employs about 1,200 people, reportedly had about $100 mi 


but s 
the unit ma 
works. 
ering a pr 
creation a 
ligent desi 


test Webtechnologies. "Our goal with FrontPage has always been to bring the po 
werof Web publishing to the broadest possible set of users," says ChrisPeters, 
vice president of Microsoft’s Web authoring unit."With FrontPage 98 we will m 
eet the needs of both beginners and advancedusers by delivering a comprehensive 
Web creation and management tool thatis easy to use, yet powerful and flexible 
enough to support the latest Webtechnologies." A free copy of the FrontPage 9 
8 beta is now available athttp://www.microsoft.com/frontpage/. The software can 
also be ordered onCD-ROM for a nominal shipping and handling charge. The softw 
are expires andbecomes unusable on Dec. 31. Europe OKs 
Compaq-Tandem DealiIn Brussels, Belgium, antitrust authorities with the Europea 
n Union todaygave their blessing to Compaq Computer Corp.'s takeover of Tandem 
ComputersiInc., saying the fusion of the U.S. companies won’t hurt competition i 
nEurope. In a statement, the European Commission said, "The overlapsbetween t 
he two companies’ activities ... were not such as to give rise tocompetition co 
ncerns." The Associated Press notes the commission haspowers to review large m 
ergers or acquisitions that will affect EU markets,including those involving on 
ly non-European companies. "It can ask forchanges to deals it judges harmful t 
o fair competition within the 15nations in the European Union and impose heavy 
fines on companies thatdon’t comply," AP adds. Compag, the world’s biggest PC 
maker, announced inJune it would purchase Tandem in a $3 billion stock deal th 
at boostsCompagq’s bid to expand beyond PCs into more powerful business machines 
; Broderbund Updates Print Shop LineBroderbund Software I 
nc. is adding five new products to The Print Shopseries, including The Print Sh 
op Premier Edition 5.0, a completelyrevamped version of its classic product. 
Broderbund’s new Windows 95software slate also features The Print Shop Publishi 
ng Suite, a productsthat combines The Print Shop Premier Edition 5.0 and The Pr 
int ShopPressWriter; and The Print Shop Signature Greetings, a tool that allows 
consumers to create high quality greeting cards at home and deliver themonline 
Other new titles include The Print Shop LiveMail, an Internetcommunications 
program that enlivens E-mail messages with animation, soundand graphics; and Th 
e Print Shop Standard Edition, an introductory consumergraphics product."This 
is truly the next generation of The Print Shop series. The Print ShopPremier E 
dition 5.0 has been completely redesigned to be the easiest andbest desktop pub 
lishing tool for home and small business users," says HarryWilker, senior vice 
president of the Novato, California, softwarepublisher. The Print Shop Premier 
Edition 5.0 ($49.95), The Print ShopPublishing Suite ($69.95), The Print Shop 
Signature Greetings ($29.95) andThe Print Shop Standard Edition ($29.95) are sh 
ipping to stores now. ThePrint Shop LiveMail is set to become available in Octo 
ber for $29.95. Iomega Readies Color Zip DisksTaking th 
e lead of floppy disk makers, Iomega Corp. has unveiled colorversions of its 10 
OMB Zip disks. The Roy, Utah, company’s $149.95 "Gig-O-Color" 10-pack includes d 




































































isk pairs in green, red, gold, blue and gray. "Gig-O-Color Zip disks are for th 
e computer user who likes to stay organized -—- but also likes a little flair," s 
ays Jackie Finch, Iomega’s product line manager for Zip media and accessories. " 
They provide creative, high capacity storage." The Gig-O-Color Zip pack is expe 


cted to ship this fall. Visit Iomega’s Web site at http://www.iomega.com. 
Online Ads to Top $7.7B in 2002A new research report is pred 
icting that advertising spending on theInternet and online services will reach 
$7.7 billion in 2002, up from $301lmillion last year. Compiled by the New York 
communications research groupby Jupiter Communications, the forecast, says the 
Reuter News Service, "isgenerally in line with other predictions, which show a 
rapid increase in adspending as more people go online and advertising models be 
come morerefined."Jupiter predicts revenue from direct marketing on the Inter 
net and overonline services will grow from $13 million in 1996 to $1.3 billion 
in 2002.Reuters notes a recent report from Cowles/Simba Information, a unit of 
Cowles Business Media, projected that online advertising spending wouldreach $5 
38.2 million this year and $2.57 billion by 2000.The Internet Advertising Bure 
au has reported that first-quarter 1997 onlineadvertising revenues were $129.5 
million, an 18 percent jump over fourthquarter 1996 levels. Nonetheless, Reute 
rs says one panelist at theconference -- Norman Lehoullier, co-director of Grey 
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Access resumed around 10:00 in the evening. Thespeed with which the incident h 
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e 8 Aug 97) MOTOROLA EXPANDS CHIP VENTURE IN CHINAMotorola 

is ramping up its chip activities in China to develop productssuch as power sem 
iconductor devices and integrated circuits. The companyhas already spent $50 
million on phases one and two of its semiconductorventure, and phase three is 











expected to cost $200 million more. (Investor’sBusiness Daily 8 Aug 97 
UUNET MOVES TO LIMIT SPAMAfter a group of vigilante 
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ERNET SITE BLAMED FOR HURTING CIAA Central Intelligence Agency report says tha 
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lf War veteranspossible explanations for health problems developed aft 
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r — mayhave provided the Iraqis with clues to the identity of individuals whop 
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ble on the Internet. < http://www. Gulflink.osd.mil/ >(New York Times 
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) ACM OPENS ITS DIGITAL LIBRARYThe Association of Comp 
uting Machinery (ACM) is providing free publicaccess to its Digital Library dur 


ing an "open house" lasting throughSeptember 30, 1997. The library contains t 
ables of contents of twenty ACMjournals and more than 400 conference proceeding 
s. Full texts of selectedarticles and conference proceedings are also availab 


le. (Communications ofthe ACM Jul 97) < http://www.acm.org/dl > 














VONNEGUT COMMENTS ON INTERNET HOAXWhat conclusion is drawn by novelist K 
urt Vonnegut about the Internet hoaxfalsely attributing to him a speech he had 
n’t written or delivered? "Somejerk infected the Internet with an outright lie. 











It shows how easy it is todo and how credulous people are." The "MIT commence 
ment address" thatVonnegut never gave was actually an essay written by Chicago 
Tribunecolumnist Mary Schmich (whom Vonnegut has praised). The essay began: 
"Ladies and gentlemen of the class of 1997: Wear sunscreen.’’ The originsand 


purpose of the hoax have not yet come to light. (AP 7 Aug 97) 





COMPUTER VANDALS CHARGED WITH CRIMESProsecutors in Fairfax County, Virginia, 
have filed criminal chargesagainst two Georgia Mason University students for 
hacking their way intouniversity computers and sending derogatory e-mail under 
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the names ofrandom students and staff members. Altering computer data is a fel 
ony andwillfully using a computer network without is a misdemeanor. (Washingt 
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Michael B. Enzi (R., Wyoming) wants to use his laptop on the floorof the U.S. 
Senate, but many of his colleagues are opposed to the idea.Senator Diane Feins 
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What willbe the next step if we take this? I would be a bit irritable, I thin 
k,if I looked around and saw someone sitting beside me, typing on thisthing." 











(New York Times 10 Aug 97) APPLE POLISHINGApple 
is rehiring TBWA Chiat/Day, the ad agency responsible for the famous"1984" com 
mercial that introduced Apple’s Macintosh computers in the mid-eighties. The 


ad suggested that using a Mac was a blow for freedom in anOrwellian "Big Broth 
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ucation Through Information Technology STReport’s "Par 
tners in Progress" Advertising Program The facts ar 
e in... STReport International Magazine reaches more users perweek than any oth 


er weekly resource available today. Take full advantage ofthis spectacular reac 
h. Explore the superb possibilities of advertising inSTReport! Its very economi 
cal and smart business. In addition, STReportoffers a strong window of opportun 
ity to your company of reaching potentialusers on major online services and net 
works, the Internet, the WEB and morethan 200,000 private BBS’s worldwide. With 
a readership of better that200,000 per week, this is truly an exceptional oppo 
rtunity to maximize yourcompany’s recognition factor globally. 









































(STReport is pronounced: "ES TEE Report") STR Publishing’s Economical 
"Partners in Progress" Plans! "Partners in Progress" Program.. Ca 
1l Today! STR Publishing, Inc. (STR, STRep 
ort, CPU Report); ’. maintains a commitment to utilizing the power of the Int 





ernet and Web to keep computer users, worldwide, both private and commercial, 
informed of new trends in equipment, upgrade reports and future planning. ‘e 
offers highly informative Hardware and Software Reviews, Press Releases, han 
ds-on stories, user experiences and show reports. ‘>. presents the NEWS about 
new hardware, new software and how-to publications within HOURS of its being m 
ade public./’. is dedicated to keeping the users informed of what your compan 
y has to offer at incredibly, almost the moment its offered!Take full advanta 
ge of STReport’s Exciting "Partners in Progress" Programs! MAXIMIZE 
your Company’s Presence Worldwide. TODAY! 
Eighth Page - $50.00 Quarter Page - $100.00 per issue 
per issue Half Page - $200.00 per Full Page - $400.00 per 
issue issueYour company’s color ad, as described/submi 
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STReport is published andreleased weekly on Fridays Evenings. All sizes ba 
sed on a full color,eight anda half by eleven inch page. Trade-outs and S 
pecial Arrangementsare available.Email us at or, for quick action call us at 
; VOICE: 904-292-9222 10am/5pm est FAX: 904-268-2237 24hrsOr, write u 
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IF-22: The Realistic Simulation 
of the F-22 Raptor Windows CD-ROM 
Street Price: $49.95 f 
or all ages (violence to realistic objects) 
Interactive Magic 
P.O Box 13491 Research Triangle Park, 
NC 27709 www. imagicgames.com 


Program Requirements 


OS:Windows 95 CPU: 
Pentium 90 HD space: 
45MB free hard disk space 
Memory: 16MBRAM 
Graphics:SVGA CD-ROM: 
4XSpeed Audio: 
Supports most popular sound cards 
Other:Keyboard or mouseDirect3D supported but not requiredRevie 
w by Jason Sereno (jsereno@uti.com) Interactive Magic’s new combat simulation, 
iF-22 Raptor, puts the player ina realistic, point and click cockpit. You fly 
the F-22 Raptor. It is anactual fighter pilot used by the USAF. The game is t 
he first flightsimulation to take advantage of Direct3D in two unique environme 


nts, Bosniaand the Ukraine. It also uses satellite imagery to create the reali 
sticterrain. The dynamic campaign system and mission generator createunpredic 
table land and air enemies. The game has truly an unlimited amountof game play 


ing capabilities. Although some gamers might not appreciatethe complicated con 
trols, iF-22 is a breakthrough in flight sims.iF-22 is the first flight simul 
ation to have a fully point and clickcockpit. Almost every control from radar, 
locking systems, and theejection seat is manageable with a few clicks of the m 
ouse. Not all of thejet’s controls are mouse activated. However, most of the 
controls neededduring combat are mouse-manipulated. With a click of a button y 
ou can lockonto targets, launch missles, drop bombs, or communicate with your a 
llies.Each of the five displays on your MFD (Multifunctional Device) areswitch 
able with the mouse. You use a mouse for commands on your HUD (HeadsUp Display 
) as well. As I said before, F-22 Raptor is the first flight simto use this lar 
gely mouse-oriented cockpit. It creates a simple atmospherefor large portions 
of the game.iF-22 is also the first flight simulation to use Direct3D. You wi 
ll seethe breathtaking terrain that accurately depicts that of which is in Bosn 
iaand the Ukraine. The land, you may discover, is photorealistic andrendered 
from satellite photos and elevation data of these two distinctiveareas. You ca 
nnot get anymore real than that! To view the land, iF-22Raptor contains a lar 
ge assortment of camera angles. You can track yourbombs with a camera or even 
take a look at your enemies as they aredisintegrated by your missile. Also with 
in the game is a detailed map ofBosnia in case you want to plot your waypoints 





















































to chart your course. Evenwithout a map for the Ukraine, you can be rest assur 
ed that the game isaccurate in depicting your battlefield.Each of the two "th 
eaters" as they call them in the game, have twoindividual sets of missions. Ea 


ch set differs in the main goal and thenumber of aircraft and ground vehicles. 
The player themselves can changeoptions to make gameplay more difficult or cre 
ate new missions. If youwish for the aircraft to be invulnerable to crashes, t 
hese and many otheroptions can be toggled in the game’s setup menu. This will 
allow theplayer to fly in an almost unlimited amount of combat simulations and 
levels of difficulty.As I mentioned before, the point and click cockpit creat 


























es a simpleatmosphere for most of the game. The mouse interface is most helpfu 
lduring the actual combat you will face. However, iF-22 does becomecomplicate 
d just as most flight-combat sims. This game comes with a 162page manual! It 





covers everything from taking off, combat, locking on totargets, and about ever 
ything else within the game. Needless to say, noteverything within the manual 


is needed to just fly around and shootenemies. Most of the information in the 
booklet covers tactics andmaneuvering. Inside there is a lot of info needed to 
know if you do wantto fly your iF-22 through the whole missions. If you do no 
t care to flythe plane to the waypoints or learn to takeoff and land, your airc 
raft doescontain an autopilot feature. This will do most of navigating for you 
butof course takes the realism out of the game.iF-22 Raptor, is a monumental 
breakthrough in flight sims. It is aterrific game for your average flight sim 
gamer. The stereotypical, complicated controls may confuse some inexperienced 
pilots but they willget the hang of it after a while. Something that will not 
confuse anyoneis the easy point and click interface that is used during the bat 
tlesequences during the game. Direct3D and the photo-realistic terrain aresome 
thing that makes this game unique as well. When using the missiongenerator, yo 
u will realize that your missions are seemingly endless intheir options. You ca 
n be as creative as you want while making your ownmissions too. iF-22 will prov 
e to be a trendsetter to other flight sims inthe future. I would recommend thi 
s game to any combating gamer that islooking for an easier approach to a flight 








simulation. Pick up a copy ofInteractive Magic’s iF-22 Raptor today! 
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referred. (VERY Strong Hint) If there are 
E-Mail or call. Onanother note. 


any questions please use either 
the ASCII version of STReport is fast approa 
ching the "end ofthe As the major Online Services move away from ASCII.. 
So shallSTReport. All in the name of progress and improved readability. The 
amount of reader mail expressing a preference for our Adobe PDF enhancedissue i 
s running approximately 15 to 1 over the ASCII edition. I might addhowever, the 
requests for our issues to be done in HTML far outnumber bothPDF and ascii. H 
TML is now under consideration. We’ll keep you posted.Besides, STReport will n 
ot be caught in the d, "downwardcompatibility dodge" we must move fo 





line" 











ol worn out 


rward. However, if the ASCII readership remains as high, rest assured. ASC 
IIwill stay. Right now, since STReport is offered on a number of closedmajor 
corporate Intranets as "required" Monday Morning reading.. Our asciireaders hav 


e nothing to worry themselves about. 
ateful 


It looks like it is hereto stay.Many gr 
thanks in advance for your enthusiastic co-operation andinput. 

Ralph F. Mariano, Editor rmariano@str 
eport.com STReport International Online Magazine 
Classics & Gaming SectionEditor Dana P. Jacobsondpj@streport.com F 

rom the Atari Editor’s Desk "Saying it like it is!"When will the 
madness end?!? Moving is one big pain and I haven’t evenmoved into the new hou 
se yet! Packing, and more packing, and then somemore... I have to keep tellin 
g myself that it will all be well worth it inthe end and that this is just the 
beginning of some terrific times for mywife and I. And it will be. Keep on pa 
cking Dana....!It looks like CAB 2.5 will be released here in North America a 
lot soonerthan anticipated - hopefully by the end of this month, or sooner. Th 
isshould be a big plus for those who wish to be able to use commercialiInternet 
providers for access but couldn’t because of PPP limitations bythe providers. 
And those who utilize SLiP accounts can still do so withCAB 2.0 (or earlier) a 
nd STik. Things are looking up for Atari users andthe Web; and, Oregon Researc 
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This is a tremendous development becausea who 
can be automaticallytransformed int 





ill be released in Sep 


, by buying via theFa 


The statement follows the announcementby App 


le’s international president in Paris earlier this month thatretailing of their 

product in S.A. will cease. Base 2 counters Apple’sreasoning behind the ban (w 
hich they say penalizes them for the sins ofothers) by saying that they train a 
ppreciable quantities of black workers -the current lack of which Apple says is 
behind the company decision tocease trading with South Africa. Base 2 says tha 
t discussions are under waywith Far East companies based in Hong Kong, Singapor 
e and Taiwan, whoseeconomies are "hungry for dollars." 

THE BIG SPINby Donald A. Thomas, Jr. [dat j@compuserve.com] (c)1997 - 
permission granted to distribute/reprint for non-profitThere are different t 
ypes of spins. There is the spin around the block.There is the spin programmers 
use to rotate sprites in a video game. Thereare spins on the way stories are t 
old. There are dance spins and toys thatspin. There is also the BIG SPIN as it 

applies to the evolution of thecomputer industry.On Wednesday, August 6, Mr. 
Bill Gates and Mr. Steve Jobs cooperativelyannounced that Microsoft was contrib 
uting to Apple’s bottom line with amonetary figure of $150 million. Assuredly, 
there are undisclosedstipulations Microsoft is placing on that contemporary bai 
1 out, but Jobssays Microsoft wants to "own the industry". In theory, Microsoft 
now hasinfluential control over Apple-based proprietary PCs as well as traditi 
onalIBM-compatible PCs. Microsoft will tell you that consumers deserve a choice 
and that they are protecting their investments in Apple-based applicationsby h 
elping to revitalize the platform.It is as if the investment community does no 
t care about the whys. Theysimply see "Microsoft" and "Apple" in the same press 
release and stockvalues bend up on the speculation. But, what are they specula 
ting on? Allthey really know is that Apple’s dike is being plugged by Microsoft 
Theyknow that Microsoft will benefit in some way by having some non-activesh 
are in the company.If we spin the world back to 1994, Wednesday, September 28 
to be exact,there was an announced $90 million bailout Sega promised to Atari. 
Termsincluded Sega’s acquisition of Atari shares, tentative agreements toexcha 
nge software titles and a forgiving of a pending lawsuit Atari hadregistered ag 
ainst Sega. Hmmm, what parallels exist there? Are there any?For $150 million, h 
as anyone bothered to find out?Some answers are revealed with an understanding 
of motivations. There aretwo types of motivations in making business decisions 
; both start with "P".They are "Performance" and "Pride". Companies get in seri 
ous trouble whenthese motivations are not spinning together in a synchronized b 
alance.These two categories can be demonstrated by looking at advertisingdecis 
ions. There are "institutional" ads. Those are advertisements thatpromote brand 
awareness, but lack any sense of urgency. For instance, thereare no prices, no 
sales and no limitations on the act to purchase. An adthat simply states "Drin 
k Coca-Cola" is an institutional ad. Institutionalads fall under the category o 
f "Pride". If you run nothing butinstitutional ads and never give consumers mot 


















































ivation to buy now, thecompetition storms in with a strong price/value message 
and steals theconsumer.A "Performance" orientated ad is one that creates some 
urgency. The ad isstrictly placed to generate a measurable profit after backin 
g out the costof manufacturing, distribution and advertising. The ad features a 
saleprice or a value message or places some type of "get it now or lose" theme 
such as limited edition collectable items.Running too many performance-orient 
ated ads teaches the consumer to onlybuy the product when there is a deal. Comp 
anies need the "Performance"advertising to get people to often think about purc 
hasing their product. Abasic example is the decision to buy Coke or Pepsi in th 
e grocery store.Many consumers will buy either one first based on price- second 
ly what theyprefer. Personal preferences are statistically based on name recogn 
ition.Therefore, the institutional ads help to make decisions when the prices a 
revirtually the same.Rather than dwell more deeply in the philosophies of bus 
iness principles,let us look specifically at the motivations between Apple and 
Microsoftwhile keeping the philosophies in mind. Apple is in serious trouble. T 
heyhave had consistent quarterly losses, write-offs and lay-offs. They aredesp 
erately trying to make "Performance" orientated decisions to compensatefor the 
years and years of imbalance of a "pride" orientated businessphilosophy... deci 
sions that successfully built a huge dedicated base ofusers, but failed to lure 
new generations of new users. Instead, novicepurchasers were swayed by the app 




















eal of universal compatibility offered bythe IBM clone. Microsoft, 
hand, is so immensely successfulthat they very wel 





on the other 


ll may face litigation for fo 


rming a monopoly. They do nothave a dire need to generate quick profits, but th 
ey do have a need to makesure the population is pleased with them as a company 
and for the productsthey sell. Imagine the problems if/when Apple fails and Mic 
rosoft seems tobe standing over them with the dagger in their hands. In the lon 
g run, itis healthier for Microsoft’s image to show they made every effort to h 


elpApple be successful.Not to belittl 
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ft will not feel theloss. It can be compared to many of us buying a new microwa 
ve oven... wecertainly have to juggle some finances around, but it won’t come c 
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Evil 2,easily the most anticipated games 1998. 
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n To Sponsor World W 


restlingSTAMFORD, CONNECTICUT, U.S.A., 1997 AUG 8 (Newsbytes) -- By Sami Menef 
ee.Sony [NYSE:SNE] Computer Entertainment America’s PlayStation brand willjump 
into the muscular world of physical wrestling again this year bysponsoring 18 
live, televised World Wrestling Federation (WWF) events. ThePlayStation’s 32-bi 
t venue for virtual reality starts interfacing withwrestling’s roped-off ring s 
tarting August 15 in Springfield,Massachusetts, USA, and will wind up no doubt 
bruised but smiling inBuffalo New York, USA on September 22.In return for its 
sponsorship, Sony’s PlayStation brand of game machineswill receive US national 
television exposure and on-air mentions by thecommentators during the events, 
and will be authorized to put its name andlogo on items shown or distributed at 
arenas during the events. SonyPlayStation has long been seen as the opponent, 
and perhaps even theunderdog opponent, of the 64-bit Nintendo game machine.I 
n an announcement, Jim Rothschild, vice president of advertising andsponsorship 
sales for Titan Sports Inc., promoters of the WWF tour, stated:"Last year Play 
Station’s sponsorship of our ‘’October In Your House’pay-per-view, and this year 
's sponsorship of Wrestlemania, proved to bevery successful."Uncharacteristic 
ally of the sport, however, Newsbytes found it surprisinglydifficult to find an 
yone available and willing to go on record about thesponsorship or the wrestlin 
g matches scheduled during the tour. Onespokesperson told Newsbytes the match b 
etween PlayStation and the WWF is agood one because so many young people watch 
wrestling on television.On the record, in a formally worded statement, Jeffrey 
Fox, a Sonyspokesperson, said his firm and the WWF "have constructed a greatp 
romotion which intensely focuses on the PlayStation brand." Ep 
ic Space Shooter Colony Wars Shaping UpFOSTER CITY, CALIF. (Aug. 11) BUSINESS 
WIRE -Aug. 11, 1997--One of the mostenthusiastically received titles from Psygn 
osis at E3, Colony Wars(TM) isset to be one of the must-have PlayStation(TM) ga 
me console releases of theFall, when it ships in early November.The PlayStati 
on-exclusive space shooter features the most dynamicallyexecuted space-combat y 
et experienced on any console, created by anin-house Psygnosis development team 
who continue to tap into new levels ofgraphic potential on the PlayStation for 
mat.Based on an early version of the game, industry pundits at ’NextGeneratio 
n’ magazine have noted, "already it displays a cohesion thatsuggests the game a 
s a whole will be worth more than the sum of its parts(this is the same feeling 
that infused pre-release copies of Tomb Raiderand Wipeout (TM))."Psygnosis’ M 
ark Beaumont, executive vice president and general manager,commented, "One of o 
ur key messages at E3 was that Psygnosis simply hasmore experience than most p 
ublishers when it comes to the PlayStationformat . No game more clearly demons 
trates this than Colony Wars. It’s theproduct of an enlightened development phi 
losophy, where creativity andoriginality are given more worth than empty licens 
es and ’me-too’ productdesign. The results speak volumes."Colony Wars puts t 
he player at the center of an epic space battle betweenthe colonized forces of 
the League Of Free Nations and the colonists ofEarth (for once, native Earthlin 
gs are the enemy in this game).There are over 70 levels which can be played, t 
hough the branching missiontree will ensure that, at most, 30 or so are seen in 
even the mostsuccessful campaign, giving the player plenty of replay value and 
truevariety. The missions themselves build into increasingly elaboratedeep-s 
pace dog-fights designed to test players’ piloting skills,trigger-fingers and s 
trategic smarts (training levels are provided to bringrookies up to speed) .Ob 
jectives vary from rescuing prisoners from heavily guarded outposts toescorting 
cargo ships through hostile territories and conductingintelligence-gathering r 
econnaissance missions. "Space" itself is afantastically realized free-flight 
environment of five solar systemsfeaturing warp-tunnels guard stations, asteroi 
ds, communication stationsand star nebulas."Colony Wars is what a space-shoot 
er should be all about," observesPsygnosis product manager, Mike Lustenberger, 
"being in the thick of fast,real-time, 3D action with intelligent, true 3D enem 
ies and amazingweaponry. Not flying on rails, fighting enemies with repetitive 
attackroutines or worse, making the FMV sequences the star of the show."Game 
features include true 3D virtual cockpits (a different one for each ofthe six 
craft the player will pilot), a unique 3D space-map (a boon tonavigation when t 
here’s no up or down) and two highly detailed ’live’data-bases, one covering bo 
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